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The best advice I have ever been given is ... “Don’t panic!”

I can never resist ... good food.

I 10se track of time when ... I hang out (the big problem of doing nothing is you never know when
you’re done).

Guaranteed to make me laugh is ... SpongeBob, in particular the Spanish version (La Caracola
Magica: ... “Nada” ...).

[ celebrate success with ... one bottle of Champagne for each chiral center we build up (if there are not
too many).

I would have liked to have discovered ... the Diels-Alder and Wittig reactions.
My favorite song is ... Wolfgang Ambros singing Bob Dylan’s “Allan Wia A Stan”.

M y favorite quotes are ... from Vince Lombardi. In particular: “It’s not whether you get knocked

down, it’s whether you get up”, “Once you learn to quit, it becomes a habit”, “People who work

together will win, whether it be against complex football defenses, or the problems of modern society”.
The biggest problem that scientists face is ... their own ego.
My favorite place on earth is ... home.

I chose chemistry as a career because ... I figured that I was not smart enough for physics and with
biology you will never get a job.

M y best investment was ... to buy new skis for me and my family.

M y not-so-secret passion is ... to play soccer and to have a couple of beers afterwards (of course, just
to compensate for the loss of water, minerals, and carbohydrates).

’f I were not a scientist, I would be ... a painter.
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